
Welcome fellow modelers to the premier installment in our new 
series. In this column, we will try to give you some background on the 
model that won our latest theme contest. 

  This month we will take a look at Greg Hogg’s wonderful 1950 Nash Ambassador. 
  Some of you may not be familiar with the Nash Name, but they were an automo-
bile manufacturer from Kenosha Wisconsin, and they produced cars from 1916 until 
1954 when they merged with Hudson to form American Motors Corporation (AMC). 
In 1949 Nash introduced the Airflyte body style. This cutting edge Aerodynamic 
design was one of the first automobile to be designed in a wind tunnel and featured 
enclosed front wheels. This body style came in 2 trim levels; the Statesman, which 
was the company’s standard trim level, 
and the Ambassador. This was the com-
pany’s plushest model and featured fully 
reclining seats that could turn the car 
into a vehicle capable of sleeping three 
adults; however this would also earn the 
dubious distinction of being the make-
out automobile of choice for teenagers 
coming of age in the 1950s. The 1950 
Ambassador became the first non-General 
Motors automobiles to be equipped with 
GM's Hydramatic automatic transmis-
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hello Fellow 
Styrene Junkies!

Well we just had our first 
meeting of 2011 on a snowy 

Friday. I would like to thank all of the 
members who showed up. The monthly 
contest table had the 2nd most entries 
since the contest started. I am glad the 
members like this format.
  The business meeting had 100% 
participation. We had a great discussion 
on what we wanted to do with the club 
for 2011. We decided that February we 
will have a club build night. So bring a 
project and tools that you are working 
on and bring it to the meeting to 
build. I like this because you may help 
members or you could learn to learn 
new techniques that may help you. I 
will bring plastic tale covers to protect 
the tables for any accidents. If we do 
this at more meeting I can bring a small 
portable spray booth and compressor 
for spray painting.
  For this upcoming october’s 
Jersey Con thanks to the efforts of Bob 
Ciccone we may have a DVSM display 
table. Dave Anderson has offered the 
use of his race track diorama and Joe 
Leonetti will be doing a 1/72 military 
diorama. Joe will be taking the lead on 
this and if you want to join in get with 
Joe so he can coordinate these projects.
  Joe Vattilana gave a club financial 
statement. We discussed ways of 
increasing the DVSM treasury we are 
doing OK but last year he budgeted for 
45 members and we only had 39 paying 
members. We had a discussion on how 
we could bring in new members and it 
was decided that we will have an open 
house at the March meeting. We have 
invited Jim Rosado and the Tank Crew to 
come visit us at that meeting. I will post 
on some modeling board about our open 
house and invite them to the meeting. 
Lou Isern came up with an idea about 
contacting the IPMS region II to get a list 
for IPMS members in the Del-Val area. 
It was suggested that we should contact 

the Boy Scouts to try to get them to visit 
with the scouts to see if we could get the 
youth interested in the hobby. I will be 
doing this before the next meeting.
  if any member has any information/
tips or has gone to a show, museum or 
an event and would like to share their 
experience with us please send your 
article to John Goschke.
  my view of DVSm:  I have been 
a member of DVSM for thirteen year 
and going on my 3rd year as President. 
I have been through the Good Time 
and Bad time in the club. I believe the 
club is the strongest I have see it since 
I joined. Yes the membership count is 
down I believe because of the loss of 
some long time members (Remember 
it is an ageing hobby).  We are still here 
and having a great time. The January 
meeting did not end until 12:15 AM. I 
am not complaining. I thought it is great 
that members feel like they are at home 
when they come to a meeting and do 
not want to leave. To me that is what 
the club is for members to get together 
and have a good time. Is there room for 
improvement sure but I see the club 
membership getting much closer than 
in the past and everyone who comes to 
the meeting is having fun. Remember 
this is just a hobby.
 February’s meeting we will be the 
clubs first model building night so bring 
tools and a model you are working on 
or started and you are having modelers 
block. It may get you back into building 
again. Bob D n

here’s Tommy

guten Tag everybody! This is 
your friendly neighborhood VP 

here with the first installment of the 
2011 DVSM Monthly theme contest 
report. The January theme was “Lost in 
the 50’s” and it looks like it was a pretty 
popular one at that. (We just may have 
to revisit this theme at a later date.) 
There were 12 models on the contest 
table. As Uncle Bobby so eloquently 
stated earlier, this is the second highest 

number of models we have had for one 
of the theme contests. (The most was 
15 in March of last year. The theme was 
“My favorite model”.)
  We are going to try something 
a little different this year. In addition 
to one of Mr. Napoleon’s wonderful 
plaques, we are going to try and 
highlight the winning model in the 
following news letter. This will enable 
you guys to get a little more background 
on the winning piece, and also put a 
little more content into the news letter. 
(NO we are not bringing that subject 
up again.) So be sure to check out that 
column elsewhere in this fine tome. 
  oK, on to the results. Joe 
Leonetti finished third with his Sea 
Fury. There was a tie for second 
between Howard Rifkin’s P89-D and 
Tommy Kortman’s (That’s me) 1950 
Mercury Coupe. The winner for the 
January theme contest was…Greg 
Hogg and his wonderful 1950 Nash 
Ambassador. Looks like Greg is starting 
of his title defense with an immediate 
strong showing. Nice job Greg!!
  next month’s theme is “Speed 
Weeks”. This theme will encompass 
anything extremely fast. This would 
mean racecars for the gearheads 
among us, Fast Attack armor items 
for the treadheads (Strikers anyone?), 
x-planes, racers, and the fastest jets, for 
the pilots, destroyers and smaller (ie 
PT boats, PBR, etc) for you swabbies 
out there, and mounted figures for the 
figure guys. If you guys can come up 
with some other speedy items, by all 
means bring them out (An Atlas rocket 
would be a pretty fast item huh?) If 
anyone has any questions, about the 
theme, if your no quite understanding 
it, or if you want to know if something 
you’d like to bring fits the theme, 
then by all means drop me a e-mail at 
kortmatr@comcast.net and I’ll be more 
than happy to help you out.
It looks like I’m just about out of time, 
so until next time remember…”Be sure 
to drink your Ovaltine!” n

  Presidents’ Corner by Bob Doebley & Tommy Kortman



Dave Anderson; Charger Daytona, 1/25 Dave Anderson; ’50s Diorama 1/24-1/25

Doug Goerke; P-38 Lightning, 1/32Art Etchells: Historical & Fictional 
Dracula figure set

Keith Jones; “T” Coupe Dragster, 1/25 (in-
progress)

Howard Rifkin; BB-18 Connecticut, 1/700

Mike Turco; F-84F Thunderstreak, 1/48

Paul Kopczynski; Indonesian MiG-17F 
Fresco-D, 1/32

Paul Kopczynski; North Korean MiG-
17PM Fresco-E, 1/32

Mike Turco; 1976-’77 Lotus JPS Mk.III, 
1/12 (in-progress)

Paul Kopczynski; N. Korean MiG-17 
Fresco-E, 1/32

Mike Turco; Aerobee HI sounding rocket, 
1955, 1/40

Bob Cicconi; HMS Tartar, 1/700

Greg Hogg; 1976 Cadillac, 1/25

January
Meeting 
Highlights
Photos by John Goschke



sions. Sadly this body style would only 
last until 1951 when the entire line 
was revised for the 1952 model year.
Greg’s model is a resin kit made by 
Modelhaus in Decatur Ill. Greg built 
the kit more or less box stock if there 
is such a thing when dealing with res-
in. He added Bare Metal Foil for the 
trim pieces, and added flocking to the 
carpet. The paint for the Ambassador 
is Tamiya Gray-Green (AS-29) and is 
from Tamiya’a aircraft line. The paint 
sprays out as a flat, so Greg gloss clear 
coated the car and then polished out 
the clear coat. The paint is almost an 
exact match for the Nash color Nile 
green which was available in 1950. 
While most resin kits require a lot of 
prefitting, Greg says that this kit went 
together fairly easily. He further states 
that it took him about 2 months to 
complete the build.
 greg’s forte in this hobby is replica 
stock. He does his research to make 
sure that his colors are correct and 
that all the details are also correct. It 
appears that his research has paid off 
in this fabulous and extremely unique 
model.
 on a side note, while I was re-
searching Greg’s model, I discovered 
that Nash was one of the first auto-
makers to try and build a compact car. 
(The Metropolitan and the Rambler) 
I also learned that in 1950, 8 Nash 
Ambassadors were entered along 
with 118 other cars in the Carrera 
Panamericana. The Panamericana was 
a brutal 5 day 2172 mile endurance 
race that ran across Mexico. The race 
was only run from 1950 to 1954, and 
during those 4 years, 27 people were 
killed (both racers and spectators). 
It was cancelled in 1955 due to safety 
concerns. In 1950, of the 126 cars that 
started the race, only 47 finished, in-
cluding 3 of the Nashes. Nash also has 
one win in NASCAR. Curtis Turner 
won a 150 lap Grand National (now 
Sprint Cup) race in Charlotte NC on 
April 1, 1951. n

greg hogg’s 
1950 nash 
ambassador

from page 1

Mike Turco; F-86F Sabre, 1/48

Mike Turco; F-51D Mustang, 1/72 Mike Turco; Boeing IM99 Bomarc, 1/47

Joe Vattilana; Cessna 175, Delaware State 
Police, 1959, 1/48

Joe Leonetti; Hawker Sea Fury, 1/48

Don Senner; 1959 Chevy Impala, 1/32

Mike Napoleon; 1956 Chevy stock car, 
1/25

Joe Leonetti; Heinkel He-111, 1/48 (in-
progress)

Tommy Kortman; 1950 Mercury “Gold 
Rush” Custom, 1/25



Once again, some of the car 
contingent from DVSM made 
another pilgrimage to the 

local shrine of speed, The Simeone 
Foundation Automotive Museum. This 
time the guys were there strictly as 
fans. The event was one of the Mu-
seum special events; “The Legends of 
Motorsport”. The featured car was the 
Porsche 917, “The Hippie car”. This 
car finished 2nd in the 1970 24 hours 
of LeMans. (And you all thought it 
was one of those Gulf cars from the 
movie) and this car still holds the all 
time lap record at LeMans. Also on 
hand for the festivities was none other 
than racing legend, Vic Elford.
  For the uninitiated of you out 
there, Vic Elford was born in London 
on June 10, 1935. He has competed in 
Formula 1, World Rally, World Sports 
Car championship, Can-Am, Trans-Am, 
and NASCAR. Vic has raced in the 
24 hours of LeMans, the 24 hours of 
Daytona, The 12 hours of Sebring, The 
Daytona 500, The Monte Carlo Rally, 
The Monte Carlo Gran Prix, The Targa 
Florio, the 1000km at the Nurbur-
gring. Mr. Elford has won at Daytona, 
Sebring, and the Targa Florio.  In 1972 
Vic Elford was awarded France’s Na-
tional Order of Merit when he stopped 
mid race during the 72 24 hours of Le-
Mans to rescue another driver whose 
Ferrari was wrecked and burning. 
 Vic held or holds lap records at 
Targa Florio, Nurburgring, Daytona, 
Sebring, Norisring, Monza, Buenos 
Aires, Road Atlanta, Laguna Seca, 
Riverside and Le Mans.
 although he raced five years for 
Porsche, Elford also raced for Ford, 
Triumph, Lancia, Alfa-Romeo, Ferrari, 
Chaparral, Shadow, Cooper, Lola, Chev-
ron, Subaru. He also drove McLaren in 
F1 & CanAm, Chevrolet in TransAm.
  The day was wonderful, and the 
weather was good. When we arrived 
we found not only the 917 on display, 

but a Porsche 911s that was an exact 
replica of the car Vic raced in the 
1967 Monte Carlo Rally. Also on hand 
was the beautiful Havoline Porsche 
962. Porsche North America and the 
Delaware Valley Porsche dealers were 
also on hand with some of the latest 

street models. Once the event got 
started, Mr. Elford was on stage with 
Dr. Simeone talking about Vic’s career. 
This lasted for about an hour. Mr. 
Elford then sat and signed some auto-
graphs while the cars were taken out 
side to be warmed up. Everyone then 

loose nuts • Dateline: November 6th • Location: South Philadelphia

   by Tommy Kortman, photos by the author

(Left) Here is the 
event poster for the 
day.

(Below) Vic is 
reunited with an old 
friend, the Porsche 
917.

(Bottom) Vic(left) 
and Dr. Simeone 
bench racing about 
Elford’s career.



proceeded out to the back lot where 
Vic Elford proceeded to take each car 
around the Museum’s diminutive ersatz 
test track. It was absolutely fantastic 
to hear the symphonic sounds that 
these cars made. It was music to the 
car guys’ ears. One could only imagine 
what these beauties (the 917) must 
have sounded like screaming down the 
Mulsanne straight at over 200 mph. 
After the demonstration, the cars 
were on display completely opened 
up for everyone to take photos. (Talk 
about a modelers dream) Your intrepid 
reporter shot a boat load of reference 
photos. Here’s a link to the pics: http://

public.fotki.com/El-Tanque/simeone-
foundation-/legends-of-motorspo-1/
  mr. elford was kind enough to 
stick around for some more auto-
graphs, and was gracious enough 
to answer some of my questions. I 
asked him if he had a favorite car. He 
said he loved racing the 917. Elford 
said it was the most complete race car 
he had ever driven. I asked him if he 
ever drove a car he hated. He said that 
the Shadow he drove in Can-Am in 
was the evilest car he had ever driven.  
Elford also answered the Nurbur-
gring was his most favorite track. He 
said that he enjoyed all the forms of 

racing that he competed in, but Rally 
was his favorite. He said that it tested 
your ability to control the car more 
than all the others. In the end it was a 
great day. We got to see some historic 
cars “in action”, and meet some real 
legends. I can’t wait to go to the next 
one. n

monthly Theme 
Contests
Every month we will have an open 
contest for the monthly themes. 
Members will vote for the best Theme 
model of the month.  A personalized 
award plaque will be made by Mike 
Napoleon and presented at the fol-
lowing meeting.

January: Winner - greg hogg 

lost in the 50’s

FeBruary: 

speed Weeks

marCh 

World War II

april 

dead and Gone  

may

low & slow

June (no Theme)

Gold, silver & bronze Contest

July 

That 70’s show   

auguST 

Godzilla’s revenge II

SepTemBer

euro-trash

oCToBer 

never had it, never will

noVemBer

Failures & misfits

DeCemBer (no Theme)

Favorite Five Contest

Here we see Elford driving a replica of his ’67 Monte Carlo Rally car.

Vic drives the Porsche 962. Probably for the first time ever.

Our very own Fernando and Uncle 
Bobby with swag in hand standing next 
to the 917. Check out that roof height!



 

Support the
local hobby Shops
ThaT SupporT our CluB

main line hoBBieS
2915 Hannah Ave, East Norriton, PA 19401
• Tel 610-275-4340 (Toll free: 888-527-1964)
•Offers 20% discount to DVSM members
•www.mainlinehobbies.com
•email: les@mainline hobbies.com
•Mon., Wed., Thur., Fri.: 11 am - 8 pm
•Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm •Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

BnB hoBBy & Train DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

neW ConCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

D & K hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034.  
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC Cars, RC Planes, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collect-
ibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon - 
4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

Join IPms/usa 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, of 
which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, finances 
the insurance required for our monthly meetings and for model 
contests around the country, and offers a make and take pro-
gram for young modelers. Encourage the enjoyment of model-
ing in all its forms: aircraft, armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, 
military or civilian, beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By 
Modelers, For Modelers”

What do i give? Adult, 1 year: $25. Adult, 2 years: $49. 
Adult, 3 years: $73. Junior (under 18 years), $12. Family, 1 
year: $30 (adult + $5).

What do i get? A membership card with your IPMS number 
that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National Contest, plus 
the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues per year, featuring 
great models and building techniques, kit and book reviews, 
and activities, plus access to members-only content on ipmusa.
org.

how? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM Newsletter or the 
IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS contact, Joe Vattilana, at the 
next DVSM meeting, or join online at ipmsusa.org. n


